University of Rhode Island

DigitalCommons@URI
The Good 5 Cent Cigar (Student Newspaper)

University Archives

10-2-2011

The Good 5 Cent Cigar (11/2/2011)
University of Rhode Island

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/cigar

Recommended Citation
University of Rhode Island, "The Good 5 Cent Cigar (11/2/2011)" (2011). The Good 5 Cent Cigar (Student
Newspaper). Book 110.
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/cigar/110https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/cigar/110

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at DigitalCommons@URI. It has
been accepted for inclusion in The Good 5 Cent Cigar (Student Newspaper) by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@URI. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@etal.uri.edu.

THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND STUDENT NEWSPAPER SINCE
'Just what this country needs'

Volume 61
Issue 29

1971
Wednesday
November 2, 2011

www.ramcigar.com

Motion to
raise tuition
amended by
RI Board of
Governors
BY LANCE SAN SOUCI
News Editor

The Rhode Island Board
of Governors for Higher
Education (RIBGHE), noting
the financial burdens increasing tuition would have on
students, voted last night to
amend the motion that
would have called for a
tuition increase at Rhode
Island state colleges and universities.
Chairman of the RIBGHE
Lome Adrain said this would
essentially postpone voting
on the item until a later date
while the committee "ensures
and redoubles" its efforts for
finding more funding, essenContinued on page 7

Miss Iabian Rhode Island looks to.promote GLBT
BY FARAH CASALINI
News Reporter

looked back since.
"You have to own it," she
said. "You say, 'this is who I

Four years ago, Lisa
DeCesare started volunteering
at fundraising events for Rhode
Island Pride.
Now,
the
University of Rhode Island student is Miss Lesbian Rhode
Island and hosting her own
fundraising events.
The fifth-year senior and
fine arts major with a concentration in photography, won
the title back in March, but is
holding her own fundraising
event, "Behind every good
King is a Queen," to benefit
Rhode Island Pride this
Thursday.
"I'd like to use my title to
make a mark on the [Gay
Lesbian Bisexual Transgender]
community," DeCesare said.
In high school,
the
Johnston native was f'dragged
out of the closet" by one of her
closest friends at the time and ·
Photo Courtesy of JDHS
while she had a hard time copLisa DeCesare was coroneted Ms Lesbian Rl2011 last March.
ing with it at first, she hasn't

am.'"

~

She joined the Rhode
Island Pride community in the
summer of 2007. Since then she
has loved it and been volunteering with them ever since.
The first pageant she won
was th~ Pride King Ocean State
as her d:ttag l<ing alter ego, Papa
Razzi in 2010 and would soon
decide to enter the Triple
Crown Pageant because she
thought it would be fun.
Originally, DeCesare said
there were five contestants in
the pageant but one by one,
they all started to drop out.
"There was a lot of anticipation," she said. "But even
though people were dropping
out, I went all out.
The pageant had five parts
to it, including a private interview and talent portions. In
order to win, she had to beat
Continued on page 3

Senior music major prepa.res for recital URI organization looks to
BY NANCY LAVIN
Contributing News Reporter

in the Department of Music
agreed that students generally start practice for their senThe "senior slump" may
ior recital early on.
be setting in already for many
"Typically the pieces a
of this year's graduating
student chooses to use span
class, but not for music eduthe range of the four years
cation major Mike Feroce. they have been here", Thomas
Instead, Feroce has dedicated
said, so even as freshman,
hours of practice each day to
they are learning pieces that
playing music, preparing for
may be used in their capstone
what may be the most impor- performance."
tant event of his senior year:
In their junior year, music
his senior recital.
students officially choose a
Along with all other sen- date for their performance
iors in the Bachelor of Music
and select the pieces of music
program, Feroce is required to
they will be playing.
perform a senior recital in
Feroce specializes in perorder to graduate. The one or
cussion instruments, and will
two credits ultimately conbe playing pieces with a variclude with a 20-60 minute ety of different drums, includperformance
of
musical . ing a piece he has coordinated
pieces in the Fine Arts Center
with other percussionists.
Concert Hall. Before the conWith his performance quickly
cert is given, music depart- approaching, Feroce said he
ment students must complete
has been practicing his pieces
an extensive list of procedural
every day.
steps, planning, and practice.
"I've definitely ramped
"I've essentially been
up practicing in these past
preparing for this performfew weeks, and it's becoming
ance since my freshman"
really like a mock runFeroce said, whose perform- through," he said. "But the
ance is scheduled for this
pieces have really been perSaturday afternoon.
formance-ready since this
Susan Thomas, an advisor summer."
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Practicing pieces is just
the beginning of what students must do to prepare for
their recitals. Music students
are required to put together
their . entire performance,
which include booking the
recital hall, creating a program and setting up a postperformance reception.
"It's not nearly as easy as
just having the music ready;
that' s just the tip of the iceberg," said Feroce.
Students are also required
to · set up a pre-recital jury,
made up of a group of three
faculty members. A month
before the actual performance, students must perform
their pieces before their
selected jury. The jury gives
feedback, and ultimately
must approve the student as
"recital-ready" before the
process can continue.
"It's a huge time commitm~nt and learning experience," Thomas said. "The
comment I get most from students after-the-fact is how
much more work it is than
they thought it would be."
Continued on page 3

promote Haitian culture
BY JACQUELYN MOOREHEAD
News Reporter

A Creole potluck dinner
·and a Battle of the Couples
fundraiser are two · of the
upcoming events the newly
formed Student Association
for the Advancement of
Haitian People (SAAHP) plan
to bring to the University of
Rhode Island community.
The student organization,
recognized by the Student
Senate last year on October 28,
began after the devastating
earthquake struck Haiti in
January of 2010.
SAAHP
President Janica Pierre, junior
human services major became
involved with the organization when the founders decided they would like to raise
awareness about Haitian culture.
.
The goal of their organization was to bring awareness to
the Haitian culture, but also
remove the taboo's connected
with Haitians as well. Pierre
said many people believe an
Haitians practice voodoo,

Today's forecast
56 °F

Nickel Brief:

Autumn's
here!

See whats new with the marching
band in tommorow' s issue of the
Cigar

focusing on negative or even
racist aspect of their culture.
Instead, Haitian food,
music, culture and sense of
community will be highlighted, and help educate students
at URI on what it means to be
from their culture. It's not
necessary to be Haitian to join
NAAHP. In the first year,
nearly 65 people were members of the organization, but
graduating and commuting
have decreased in size to 15
members.
Pierre said NAAHP would
. like to bring together and help
spread awareness throughout
members of the URI community.
Through teaching the
French-Creole language, sharing food in community
potlucks and raising money to
help Haiti earthquake relief
funds.
The
upcoming
event
scheduled for Nov. 8 in the
Memorial Union Ballroom is a
"newly wed" like Battle of the
Couples. This fundraiser will
Continued on page 3

Check out the review of
Johnny Depp's new movie
See page 6.
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CAMPUS
MIT professor discusses neurotechnology,
cognitive science for brain disorder treatment
BY KIMBERLY DELANDE
Contributing News Reporter

In the eighth installment
of the fall honors colloquium,
Ed Boyden, associate professor at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology media
lab, discussed techniques in
which neurotechnology is
used to enhance the brain,
and how it may be able to
possibly augment the brain in
the future.
Boyden, a biological engineering and brain and cognitive sciences. professorr began
the lectme · ,'
. .., g jhe
audience that there are over
one million people in the
world who have a brain disorder. Illnesses like anxiety,
schizophrenia, autism or
Parkinson's all affect the
brain negatively, and are considered to be incurable. While
medicines have been developed to help the patient deal
with the effects of their disorder, they are laden with many
side effects, which deter
patients from getting treatment.
"Having an issue with
your brain is huge," Boyden
said. "If we can improve, and
even augment it, it will
demonstrate that man truly
understands how the brain
works."
Neurotechnology
has
already made significant
advances in curing brain disorders . Using a treatment
called deep brain stimulation,
neurotechnologists have been
able to give a patient with a
tremor control over his body
once again. This is done by
planting electrodes into the
affected area of the brain. The
electrodes transmit electricity

in the area of the brain that
causes the tremor, eliminating
the symptoms of the disorder
altogether.
To illustrate the effects of
this
technique,
Boyden
showed a clip of a patient, an
elderly man named Morris,
before the operation. Morris'
hands shook constantly, and
he was unable to do things
such as bring a glass of water
to his lips or draw a spiral on
a piece of paper. The clip then
showed Morris right after the
electrodes were planted in his
brain, bringing a glass of
water to his lips.
The doctors asked Morris
how he felt, to which Morris
replied, "It's gone!"
"Deep brain stimulation
has proven to be successful,"
Boyden said. "More people
are willing to undergo this
treatment for non-life threatening issues, such as depression or anxiety."
This technique has proveri
to be successful with depression as well. Electrodes are
implanted into the areas of
the brain that have less activity than others, in the same
way they would be implanted
if a patient had a tremor.
Patients, after the surgery,
would report feeling a "sudden calmness" or a "sense of
connectedness" with the
world around them. Others
claimed "the void had disappeared."
"Our motivation can be
altered by a jolt of electricity,"
Boyden said. "Will that
change how society views
depression?"
While deep brain stimulation has been successful in
curing a few disorders,
Boyden said, discovering

ways to augment the brain is
even more difficult. Of all the
new technologies that are
proposed for brain augmentation, 92 percent of these projects end up failing. If a technique happens to work, it will
take 10 years for that technique to be approved. Should
the technique be approved,
funding for a brain augmentation project can cost up to
$850 million dollars.
"The brain is a mess. It's
complicated, dense, and fragile," Boyden said. "But it's
important for this to be a
global enterprise, no matter
the cost or the amount of time
we have to put into our
work."
According to Boyden,
being able to augment the
brain could cure blindness.
When a person is blind, it is
because their photoreceptor
cells are no longer able to
reflect the light their eyes take
it back in the brain. However,
if you were able to augment
the brain so it could take in
the light, you could technically make a blind retina see
again.
"The problems of the
brain are infinite," Boyden
said. "If we can 'fix' the brain
- whatever that means - it
will change how society
thinks forever."
Next Tuesday, the 'Are
You Ready for the Future?'
honors colloquium will be
held at Edwards Hall at 7:30
p.m. Deb Roy and Johanna
Blakely will discuss social
media, the impact i.t has on
our lives, and how it will
affect our future. The event is
free, and all are welcome to
attend.

For the Record:
Corrections &! Clarificiations
Yesterday the Cigar ran an article titled, "Student directory
poses privacy problems, students speak out," and a column
titled, "Another view of student directory policy." These were
said to be written by Nancy L. Gillepsie however they were
written by Contributing News Reporter Nancy Lavin.

The Cigargladly corrects all verifiable mistakes. To report a mistake please e-mail uricigar@gmail.com.
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FLY by!
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SENIOR
PORTRAITS
Monday, October 31st - Friday, November 4th
Memorial Union Gallery
Book Your appointment today:
www.photoappointment.com ·Password: URI
**$35 sitting fee with free yearbook**
Questions? Feel free to contact us at: uriyearbook@gmail.com

Don't miss this year's show!
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Edwards Auditorium
Show starts at 6:30pm
Doors open at 6:15

$5 per person
For more information, contact
The Matty Fund
mattyfund@cox.net or (401)789-7330
Presented by· URI The Feinstein Center for Service
Learning and the URI College of Business 101 sea:tio
All proceeds benefit The Matty Fund's
Epilepsy Resource Center for children
families
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CONTINUED
Haiti
From page l
feature faculty, staff and students involved in relationships
anywhere from boyfriend-girlfriend, engaged, to married.
N AAHP will use the money
raised and collect toys.
Pierre plans to visit Haiti
during winter break and personally deliver the toys as
Christmas presents for children. She said she plans on
visiting relative and family
friends during her visit as

j~'"' '
OPEN EVERY DAY

Eat Fish!
Love Life!
Port ~f G<di!~c~

Norrt:~tJcmseli,

Rl 02852 4(}1 -783-1306

ww.w. 9eorgesofg o I i !e e. com

well. Although Pierre hasn' t
been to Haiti since the earthquake, she said there is still
debris to be cleared to make
the way for new developments.
Other events are the end of
the year potluck dinner and
the Gospel Concert. The second annual concert will be
held in March 2012. Working
with local and out-of-state performers, Pierre said last year's
concert was very successful,
and they plan for the upcoming concert to be received just
as well.
The
end-of-the-year
potluck serves as a commencement for the group. Members
make traditional Haitian cultural foods and share with
each other and the community.
Anything from baked macaroni and cheese, fried plantains, to rice and beans can be
enjoyed.
"I love our food," but
Pierre warned, "we go hard on
frying."

Pierre said Rhode Island is
without a Haitian restaurant,
so the potluck is a good opportunity to taste the flavors of
their culture, but do not expect
the typical lasagna or spaghetti and meatballs
After attending a movie
night she was invited to by
group members, she discovered a close community and
support group. Pierre said her
parents, who are both from
Haiti, instilled structural and
moral practices in her, which ·
exists in Haitian culture.
"I went [to the movie
night] and just kept on going
back. I felt at peace and [was]
comfortable there," Pierre
said. "Our organization is
more like a family. We're
always in contact with each
other. It's more of a support
system for the big happy family that we are."

Music
From page l

about his performance.
"I couldn't imagine a life
without music, and I want to
share that with everyone."

Thomas explained that
students face an enormous
amount of pressure, since
they only have one shot to
"show their stuff," after what
can be years of preparation.
"The other side of the
coin, though, is that it's also a
very exciting, even thrilling
time, "she said.
Feroce agreed the pressure to perform well was outweighed by his excitement.
"As a music major and
member of the marching band
and concert choir, I'm used to
giving performances," Feroc12
said, who estimates he has
given, on average one to two
performances a weekend
since mid-September this
year.
Feroce also said his passion for music balances out
any nervousness he fe els

THE

UNlVERSITY
OF RHODE ISLAND

·. Hontitary
Degree·
Nominations
The URI Honorary Degree Committee seeks names of individuals who have
distinguished themselves through important contributions to the University,
to the State of Rhode Island, and/or to the nation -individuals who deserve
to be honored by the University and who will bring honor to the University
by accepting a URI degree. Nominees :must have a demonstrated connection
to the University of Rhode Island and /or the State of Rhode Island, and/or
the ability to further the mission and values of the University.
You are invited to nominate candidates for honorary degrees to be conferred
at the 2012 Commencement Ceremonies. Please note that nominees must not
. be current University of Rhode Island employees. Previous recipients
· include Cory Booker, John King, Christiane Amanpour, Robert Ballard,
Lincoln D. Chafee, Christopher Hill, Bob Hope, Jesse Jackson, Lyndon B.
Johnson, Caretta Scott King, Clarence Page, Margaret Chase Smith and Kurt
Vonnegut, Jr. The committee especially invites the nomination of
distinguished female and minority candidates.

Nomination forms and additional information are available at
www.uri.edu/commencement/honorary
Nominations must include the information requested on the nomination
form along with supporting documentation. Nominations must be
received via email by Tuesday, November 15, 2011.
Send all nominations to Donna Williams via email to donna@uri.edu. If
you have any questions please call874-4410.

Lesbian
From page l
the average score set by past
contenders.
When DeCesare won the
title, she thought, "thank god
I'm not up here alone and
lost."
Once the reality of her victory set in, DeCesare said she
was happy to finally be able to
use her title to continue to do
work in the GLBT community.
She said being Miss
Lesbian Rhode Island has
opened her up to many networking opportunities, given
her special privileges at clubs
and
most
importantly,
changed her decision to leave
Rhode Island.
"The people here are phenomenal," DeCesare said.
DeCesare views her victory modestly and while she
thinks the special treatment is
nice, she said she .doesn't go
out of her way to make herself
known as Miss Lesbian Rhode
Island.
"My friends do that for
me," Decesare said.
DeCesare spends }nost of
her time volunteering with
Rhode Island Pride, by going
to fundraising events and
training drag kings. When
prompted with why she started to dress in drag, she said
she isn't transgender but just
views it as fun.
"It's a way of having a permanent acting gig," DeCesare
said. "I can get away with
things and do things that I ·
wouldn't normally do."
DeCesare urges younger
students to make the most out
of their college career and do
what they want to do.
"Chase. your dreams no
matter what," she said. "And
make sure you're living life the
way you want."
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EDITORIAL & OPINION
Time Management

Student writes of experiences in
Shanghai while studying abroad
To the Good Five-Cent
Cigar,

A sentiment, which most students at the University of
Rhode Island would have heard at some point in their life,
is "timing is everything." When it comes to being able to
graduate on time, helping the needy and being successful
in ones college career, timing truly is everything.
Time management is something every professor will
stress to his or her students each semester. The ability to
manage when you study, eat, party and relax are vital not
only to a students success in college but also to their success in life. To get through four years of college every student at some point manages their time either effectively or
the latt~r.-,
. , "';tr~·.
, ,
Each year a·ll senior music majors must put on a recital
,but the recital is something that takes four years to prepare for. They need to put time into their senior recital
each year leading up to his or her performance. It is evident for them to succeed in playing music timing was
imperative in preparing for the recitals when it all comes
down to time management again.
When the earthquake struck the island of Haiti last
year timing came into play in the formation of the
National Association for the Advancement of Haitian
People (NAAHP). The URI chapter was timely in its relief
effort for the island, which had turned to ruins.
With proper time management anything can be done
from putting out a newspaper, writing a senior thesis or
performing a senior recital. Butterfield Dining hall's special dinners always come at the right time when students
need a little lightheartedness and a piece of home.
Another sentiment, which professors teaching time
management to his or her students is "time should be
your friend, not your enemy." So, let time work with you
not against, and let it be your friend not your enemy. ·
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Two landscape architecture graduates are working to
create jobs for University of
Rhode Island graduates in
Shanghai, China.
Hiking
through
the
Southern Alps in New
Zealand, strolling through the
valley of the small town New
Zealand culture, and then
attending class at one of the
smallest universities known
to man were a part of my
lifestyle and experience while
studying landscape architecture at Lincoln University just
outside of Christchurch, New
Zealand. Going from a culture
which feels that it is okay to
walk a mile down the road
barefoot to pick up some groceries (and it is okay, in fact
it's fantastic!) to a city of 20
million plus would definitely
be a big change-a change I
was not sure I'd be able to
adapt to. Either way, I was
headed to Shanghai, China.
Shortly after arriving in
Shanghai, I was greeted by
Adam Bernadino and Jeff
Scherr, two 2011 landscape
architecture graduates at the
University of Rhode Island. I
was there for seven days, so I
was quickly given a tour of
where
everything
was,
including a toolbox of
Chinese words that I would
need in order to get around.
On the first day, we went to
their architecture studio. Jeff
and Adam work for LT
Architects of Hong Kong, but
their office is based in
Shanghai. They were lucky
enough to get a job straight
out of college at a prestigious
architecture firm in China.
Though their original contract
was only for six months,. they
were invited to stay at the
firm for another six months
plus. The guys are not sure
what they will do because the
language barrier is quite
tough, and they are really
missing their friends and
family back at home. They are
thinking about coming home
for a bit, and then heading
back, but have not made the
final decision yet.
I met the principal of the
firm, Paul, who is a genuine
business man and architect.
He was not only interesting to
talk to, since he spoke fluent
English, but was extremely
knowledge able in the fields
of both architecture & landscape architecture. Although
Adam & Jeff are landscape
architects, they have found
thus far that most of their
work at this architecture firm
have been related to architectural details, interior design
and only a couple landscape
architecture jobs.
Both assistant landscape

architects at this firm, they with, I believe this program
have found it to be quite will turn out to be a success
interesting that a landscape because I am sure that most
architecture degree can be students do eventually want
brought into the fields of inte- to return to the states to do
rior design and architecture.
design work. Although both
They are currently work- Jeff and Adam agreed that
ing at a Lamborghini dealer- they would like to have intership in Shanghai. I worked national firms one day, they
aside them on this for a day, would want to have their base
and found myself researching located in the United States
how to design a dealership, for personal reasons. They
and even had a bit of input on say China is a great starting
their designs. Being in my point, and that if done wisely,
junior year at URI, I found it can lead to great lifelong netinteresting to see what is pos- working connections. This
sibly ahead and I was able to opportunity, they say, will
understand the perseverance increase their understanding
and leadership that is needed of what is out there, beyond
as landscape architects, espe- the walls of the United States
cially in this economy. They so that one may understand
seem to be enjoying the work how business is done elsethat is coming their way, so I where. I find it intriguing to
am excited to hear what's have heard what they had to
next on their agenda.
say about international conThey have been learning a nections so early on in their
lot of Chinese, so being with career. I believe we can all
them in China was comfort- learn something from this,
ing, since they could translate and that is- do not be afraid to
what I wanted to say. Often I leave the country. You will
would wander off on my understand what a difference
own, which isn't recommend- it makes to understand what
ed, especially alone, since others have to say about
once out and about in America.
Shanghai (which is absolutely
I've spoken to a lot of
massive) the question is, how people along the way in my
do you get back... especially travels and not one person
when you cannot pronounce has been unfriendly in welthe address of where you're coming me but will often
staying. I ended up using the include a few jokes here and
subway system, because there there about our culture- mostwere staff members who ly based upon what they see
spoke just enough English to in the media. There were
understand where I needed to often critiques and observaget to.
tions that were expressed
Being in this highly dense during the many conversaurban fabric, after living just tions I've had throughout
outside of Christchurch, at a China, New Zealand and
school of only 2,000, I was Australia, but always in a
definitely
overwhelmed. friendly manner. This is
Even coming from New York, something you can use to
I felt lightheaded when I your advantage for future
looked up at all the skyscrap- decision making in your
ers around me. They were careers, not just in landscape
everywhere. In fact I took the architecture. May we come
new high speed bullet train together and congratulate
(opened just a few months Adam and Jeff for representago) to Beijing for one night, ing our school, and being a
and it seems as though devel- part of creating a connection
opers are taking advantage of between URI and Shanghai,
this train line and are devel- China. This will affect our
oping along the edges of it. whole community in a posiThis means that in probably tive way, creating not only
less than 50 years, you may jobs but priceless experiences.
see Beijing and Shanghai Good luck to you all.
meet with each other (1200
KM apart.) The only developSincerely,
ment I saw going on, were
Matthew Berger
skyscrapers being built in the
middle of giant farms and this
was along the whole stretch
of the journey.
University
of Rhode
Island and LT Architects of
Hong Kong are working
together to create a connection so that graduating landscape architecture students
may have the opportunity to
work at this prestigious firm
in Shanghai, ensuring a great
expedence out of college.
Since Adam and Jeff recommend six months to start off
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& ENTERTAINMENT
Samuel L. Jackson: Alook at a Billion Dollar Career
ARTS

BY MATT GOUDREAU
Contributing Entertainment Writer

ing roles. He bided his time,
waiting for the opportunity to
present itself. At the beginning of the '90s, his career
changed after appearing in
Martin
Scorsese' s
"Goodfellas."
Although he was outshined by Joe Pesci and Ray
Liotta, the film was a turning
point in Jackson's career.
While he only had a minor
role, he received recognition
for the part and was then cast
as a loan shark in the Spike
Lee film "Mo' Better Blues."
Famous for its scene in which
Jackson
smacks
Denzel
Washington with a trumpet,
the film was a minor flop but
opened the door for his two
most famous roles.
Jackson's portrayal of a
deranged crack addict in
"Jungle Fever" remains as one
of his finest performances.
Although tragic, his perfo.r mance makes me laugh because
of his hilarious dialogue and
spot-on delivery. When his
mama asks about what happened to the color TV, he

responds with, "I smoked the the movie with his scenes of the 2000s, it certainly is a
color TV." After its release, he humor and awe. From conver- mixed bag. "Unbreakable"
was considered a possible sations about cheeseburgers remains the high point of the
For critics and moviegoOscar candidate, but wasn't in Paris to robberies and decade for both him and
ers alike, actors are held to
nominated. He did receive interrogations, Jackson never director
M.
Night
incredibly high standards.
some awards for his work, but had a dull moment on screen. Shamylayon. He plays the
Not only are their personal
for Jackson, the best was still Travolta and Jackson play off part of the antagonist to its
lives accessible to the public
yet to come. He earned roles each other perfectly, and full potential, although it's
due to modern media, but
in "Jurassic Park" and Tarantino's ability to write is not revealed until the end of
their filmography and career
"Patriot Games," but his per- simply second to none. While the film. His voice work as
reflects their appeal to the
formances were in the back- he didn't win an Oscar for his Frozone in Pixar's "The
public. In each generation,
ground.
performance, he did receive a Incredibles" was both unexthere are select actors who
In 1994, classics like "The nomination
and
respect pected but fully embraced.
stand above the rest as icons.
Shawshank Redemption" and among critics as a dependable The scene when he is talking
Like James Stewart, Jack
"Forrest Gump" (although I and skilled actor.
to his wife about where she
Nicholson and Al Pacino,
detest the latter) were
Tarantino and Jackson hid his costume is the funniSamuel L. Jackson is an icon
released to critical acclaim. would later collaborate on est scene in the film and remin the film industry~ ' It's not
However,
Quentin "Jackie
Brown,"
a iniscent of couples everysurprising that he was named
Tarantino's "Pulp Fiction" Blaxploitation film about an where.
the highest grossing actor in
was the film that took critics African-American
flight
This is not to say that he
history, considering he has
and moviegoers by storm. attendant. Jackson played a has not made some bad choicbeen involved in over 100
Admittedly, I do have a per- gun runner alongside an es, however. He has starred in
films.
sonal bias toward it, as it is ensemble cast.
The film films that have been poorly
I'm sure even Jackson
one of my favorite films of all remains one of the best in his received but have garnered
himself would not have foretime. In addition to its revolu- . filmography, but everyone is cult followings. These include
seen his incredible success,
tionary techniques in charac- on the top of their game in the such bombs as "Snakes on a
considering how long it took
terization and storytelling, film. When I can actually like Plane" and "The Spirit," but I
him to breakthrough as an
the admiration of Jackson's Chris Tucker in a film and do can't help but enjoy them
actor. Following his debut in
performance was a constant not find him downright because he never fails to bore
the 1972 film, "Together for
in all reviews.
annoying, I tip my hat to the me on screen. He reunited
Days," Jackson spent ll 9 years
While every actor gets a crew and cast.
with Tarantino once again for
in mere small bits or supportchance to shine, Jackson steals
Following his collabora- a voice-only appearance in
tions with Tarantino, Jackson "Inglorious Basterds,"
a
established himself as a lead- pleasant surprise and a weling man but still never failed come one at that. "Lakeview
Brya~t
to shine in ensembles. For Terrace" was another odd
example, "Deep Blue Sea" is choice, as I felt the film was a
only
watchable
because bore and failed to keep me
Jackson's charisma as an actor interested, with the exception
is enjoyable. Not to mention of Jackson:
Currently, he is seen playhe has one of my favorite
death scenes in a film where ing the role of Nick Fury in
he is killed by a shark follow- the
Marvel
Cinematic
ing an inspirational speech to Universe, leading up to the
a group of scientists.
"The Avengers," set for
He later went on to live release in 2012. I feel this is
·"I continue to be impressed by the quality of
his dream when he accepted a the comeback which he
part as a Jedi in George deserves after such a long and
employees we recruit from Bryant."
Lucas's space opera prequels. incredible career. With more
Sadly, his role as Mace Windu than 100 films to his credit,
ROBERT CALABRO '88
in the Star Wars prequels is Jackson remains an icon to
TAX PARTNER, PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS
underutilized and a waste of modern audiences and one of
his talent. Although, who else the most charismatic actors of
can make a purple lightsaber our time. Not bad for a former
look
badass?
marine biology student from
Start your career with a competitive advantage. Earn your Master
Looking at his career in Washington D.C.
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Depp plays another Hunter S. Thompson character
BY AUGIE KING

Entertainment Writer

Over a decade after portraying
famed · novelist
Hunter S. Thompson in the
psychedelic
uFear
and
Loathing in Las Vegas,u
Johnny Depp is back to play
Thompson in the most recent
adaptation, uThe Rum Diary."
So Depp' s name in uFear
and Loathing" was Raoul
Duke and here it's Paul
Kemp, but in reality both
characters are semi-autobiographical
versions
of
Thompson himself.
Depp was, in fact, a close
friend of Thompson until his
death in 2005 (the film is dedicated to him), so he was able
to perfect the author's mannerisms and tics for uFear and
Loathing," and has succeeded
mostly in bringing that persona back to the big screen.
Plot Synopsis: Journalist
and aspiring novelist Paul
Kemp takes a freelance post at
a struggling American newspaper in 1950s Puerto Rico.
While living with fellow writers Sala and Moberg, Kemp
has to deal with his hard-ass
boss Lotterman, corrupt land
dealer
Sanderson
and
Sanderson's beautiful girlfriend Chenault. All of this
while trying to have a fun
time heavily drinking into the
night and tripping into even
more trouble.
While I wouldn't call
myself a big fan of uFear and
Loathing," I still think it's a
very entertaining movie to
watch, thanks to Depp' s performance and the trippy
adventures he goes through
in Vegas. "The Rum Diary"
takes
place
before

Thompson/Kemp are fully
into hard drugs, but still have
a penchant for lots of alcohol.
The materiq.l is a good fit
for writer-director Bruce
Robinson, who knows a thing
or two about lovable drunks
with his hilarious cult movie
uWithnail and 1." Similar to
the uwithnail" characters,

The effect works for a
while, but grows thin once we
realize that the movie isn't
really
going
anywhere.
Thompson could get away
with his rambling · stories
because his writing prose was
fun to read and "Fear and
Loathing" slid by being consistently funny and crazy to

Google Images

Johnny Depp stars in ..The Rum Diary", based off the n·ovel by
Hunter S. Thompson.

Kemp and Sala live in dirty
squalor, which reminds us of
how these people are living in
a dirty reality even as they
have crazy drunken encounters with the locals.

watch. Toning down the
craziness in theory should
allow the plot to breathe, but
instead it only reminds us of
the fact that these multiple
plot threads don't add up to

much.
There's no concrete theme
present to connect them
together
(the
American
Dream idea is dropped right
as it's brought up) and the
conclusion is too anticlimactic
to be truly satisfying. The first
act is a great, the second act
has some really funny scenes,
but the third act is bereft of
the humor that distracted us
from the unfocused plot.
The blame can't be placed
on the actors though. Depp,
as I said before, is great.
Aaron Eckhart (Sanderson)
and
Richard
Jenkins
(Lotterman) have fun with
their sleazy characters. Of the
supporting players, Michael
Rispoli (Sala) was the standout. Easygoing, funny and a
good friend to Kemp; he is
probably the most likable person in the film. Amber Heard
is also gorgeous and alluring
as Chenault, Kemp's lustful
love interest. Giovanni's
Ribisi's strung out, wheezy
shtick as Moberg has some
great moments, but grows old
after a while.
"The Rum Diary" most
likely won't reach the cult status that "Fear and Loathing in
Las Vegas" (or uWithnail and
I" . for that matter) has
achieved, but it remains an
entertaining, although disjointed journey for those who
want to see more Hunter S.
Thompson. It even plays like
a prequel that could be
played back to back with
Johnny Depp's previous
Thompson incarnation.

Go Rhody!

Sin City .coroner inks deal·for Discovery episodes
About 14,000 people die
each year. in and around Las
Vegas. The Clark County coroner's office investigates about
3,500 of those deaths and conducts about 1,500 autopsies.
There are stories behind
those corpses - untold drama
in the discovery of how the person met his or her end and the
search for next-of-kin. For
some, the name is the final
mystery.
All of which prompted a
cable television network to
approach Coroner Michael
Murphy to tell what his team of
five medical examiners and 12
forensic
technicians have
learned about life and death in
Sin City. The county recently
inked a deal with Discovery
Studios to make the medical
examiner's office the subject of
a series of TV episodes. ·
Murphy said he hopes to

teach people about dangerous to begin soon and a pilot to air
lifestyles while also putting a sometime in 2012, with at least
name to an unidentified body several segments to follow.
"They know somebody's
or two to bring closure to families that don't know what hap- life is going to be changed by
pened to missing loved one.
what they find," Masland said.
"The vast majority of peo- "It's real human drama. But it's
ple don't die from violent acts," not reality television."
The
Clark
County
Murphy said, putting diabetes,
heart disease and prescription Commission
unanimously
drug abuse atop the list of caus- approved the production deal
es of death in this Nevada in September with a promise
county home to almost 2 mil- that the county will get $5,000
lion residents and a neon-lit per episode and Discovery
city that draws 40 million visi- Studios LLC of Silver Spring,
Md., won't show personally
tors a year.
characteristics.
"Hopefully it'll be a good identifiable
way for people to think about .Clark County officials get to see
health risks," he said. "We don't rough cuts before the shows air.
Murphy, meanwhile, gets
want clients."
Michael Masland, the · to include a public service
Discovery Studios develop- announcement with each
ment official who worked for episode featuring one of his
two years to reach a production office's 202 currently unsolved
deal with Murphy and Clark cases.
County, said he expects filming
The goal, Murphy and

Masland said in separate interviews, is not to produce a show
like CSI-Las Vegas, COPS, Las
Vegas Jailhouse or even Dr. G:
Medical Examiner.
Instead, they want to show
coroner investigators and medical examiners at work - from
accident or crime scene to
autopsy and medical examination to search for and notification of next-of-kin
Murphy is an energetic and
completely bald 57-year-old
former police officer and jailer
who speaks frequently at conferences and seminars. He
sheds his button-down look to
make vacation trips to Africa to
teach investigative techniques
to police in Uganda and
Tanzania. He underwent knee
replacement surgery recently,
and returned to work so quickly that his doctor had to warn
him to slow down.

He likes to say his staff
speaks for the dead. He speaks
for his staff.
"We see this as an opportunity to show people what we
do, but it's not designed to
show specific cases," Murphy
said of the Discovery project.
"We're not going to embarrass
families."
Murphy made a name as an
innovator in November 2003,
shortly after he became coroner,
when he began posting photos
on the Internet of some of Las
Vegas' 182 unidentified dead
people. Critics said the images
would be distasteful or
macabre. He promised they'd
be presented with respect and
dignity..
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living
Narragansett Pier, 4 bedrooms, 2 bath,
fully furnished, parking, central air, 2
zone oil heat. washer/dryer, bus line
$1600/month 401-946-4944, 401-6630800 (cell), 401-451-8281 (cell)
Oct-May
2012
Scarborough,
Narragansett 2/3 bedroom furnished
cottage, ocean view, Includes gas heat
"no pets" 401-783-1165. $995/mo
Six bedrooms available Spring
Semester 2012 & academic year 20122013 in Eastwood & Briggs Farm
www. home away. com/vacationrental/p374265
www. home a way. com/vacationrental / p303174
www.vrbo.com/ 167707
Eastward Look for rent. 5 large bedrooms, walk-in closets. "no block"
parking, corner of Charlestown
Exeter. king/queen beds. Call 401465-1372
Narragansett Pier, 6 bedroom home,
washer, :dJCYet, large oe~ . par ingi
minutes to UR1, · to
ch available. Sept. 2012 to May 2013. 413525-1228 or 401-578-3571

has played very well. On the
season, the junior has allowed
only two goals and has stopped
20 shots, giving her a .909 save
From page 8
percentage.
second assist of the season.
Her
counterpart,
the
During the match, the
Colonials
senior
goaltender
Rams were outshot by one, 10
shots to their nine and were also Lindsey Rowe allowed two
out corner kicked with GW goals while stopping four shots.
With the loss, Rowe finished the
having three to the Rams one.
Sellitti and Ammaturo pro- season with a 4-11-2 record.
The Rams have made
vided two shots on goal, while
giants
steps in improving their
senior Stephanie Santos and
team
from
the 2010 season and
junior Madison VanDine each
their
3-13-2
record a year ago.
had one shot on goal.
The
Rams
recorded
four more
Junior Brooke Messier startwins
this
season
and
are looked once again in net for the
ing
to
continue
to
improve
for
Rams, and again played quality ·
next
season.
minutes in goal. She stopped all
"Our team needs to develthree shots coming her way,
op
a winning culture. We
earning her first shutout of the
haven't
had that kind of culture
season.
in
the
past,
the years that I've
"Brooke stepped up for the
been
here
have
been overall losteam when we really needed
ing
seasons,"
Veith
said.
her. It's hard, harder than it
The
senior
added,
"Moving
seems, to not see much time
forward,
with
a
new
coach
and
throughout the season and then
a
new
incoming
class,
a
winbe called on to play a bunch of
minutes," Veith said. "She did a ning culture needs to start being
great job in goal for us and I developed. That takes time so
know the team felt very confi- we may have to be patient, but
dent with her protecting our progress towards developing
and maintaining a winning
net."
mentality
must be made with
Messier has started the last
each
and
every season to
three games of the season and
come."
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Tuition
From page l
tially garnering all the savings it can cull. If more funding and savings are found,
the revenue that would be
generated through increased
tuition would be offset.
The
original
motion
called for a tuition hike at
Rhode Island's three schools
of higher education: The
University of Rhode Island
(URI), Rhode Island College
(RIC) and the Community
College of Rhode Island
(CCRI). URI would have
seen a 9.5 percent tuition
increase for in-state students
and a 2.5 percent increase for
out-of-state students.
URI
Student
Senate
President David Coates said
this would be consistent with
the steady tuition increases
URI has seen over the past
decade. He said it was "surprising" the board suggested
they had no other alternatives t6 increasing tuition.
"Education provides a
massive benefit to the state,"
Coates said, adding that it
attracts companies and a
workforce to Rhode Island to
drive its economy. He said
there are at least two clear
routes that would prevent a
tuition hike which are an
increase in state support or
cut costs and consolidate the
university.
"[Periodically increasing
tuition] is not a sustainable
path," he said.
The board echoed Coates'
sentiment in that increasing
tuition should be a last resort,
and said it may have reached
a point where no other alternative is feasible given their
deadlines. Adrain said the
board will continue to ask the
state legislature for "additional dollars," but must
remain realistic, particularly
because .the board received
$13 million last year to be
split among the three schools.
. However CCRI President
Ray DiPasquale saw another
route. Last year, each public
school of higher education
increased its tuition, including URI by 8.5 percent but
CCRI froze its tuition at 0
percent. The college ended
up $5 million short of funding because of its decision to
maintain its tuition rate.
Supporting the increase,
Associate Commissioner of
Finance Sus.an Capanne said
there is a series of data that
justifies increasing tuition at
Rhode
Island
schools.
Because state appropriations
to schools of higher education are so low, the RIBGHE

must seek alternative ways to
offset the lack of state funding.
She noted that Rhode
Island is 47th in the nation,
per 1,000, in personal income
and 46th in the nation per
capita. This means Rhode
Island schools receive relatively little state appropriations compared to other colleges.
Yet, she noted that compared to other New England
schools, Rhode Island education comes with a smaller
price tag; she said RIC has the
cheapest tuition for a college
in New England and URI is
around the 50th percentile,
right on par with the
University of Connecticut
and the University
of
Vermont.
Because enrollment at
Rhode Island schools are at
record highs, increasing
tuition is a simple way to offset costs due to lack of state
funding, she said.
These
costs, she added, are paralleled by a significant increase
in financial aid and Pell
Grants to students as well.
For the 2011-12 fiscal
year, there was a 17 percent
increase in student financial
aid and in 2012-13, there is a
prospective 9.2% increase .
She argued the increase in
financial aid may help offset
the couple hundred dollars
each student may be required
to pay if the motion is passed.
However, URI President
David Dooley offered a glimmer of hope.
"If
appropriations
increase,
tuition
will
decrease," he said. "[The
motion] needs approval in a
timely way, and if it decreases [because of increased state
appropriations], it'll just
make students happier when ·
they see they're actually paying less than they anticipated."
Coates agreed Dooley's
positive statement.
"If we have state support,
we can continue along the
path of getting better, and
turn the Rhode Island economy around," Coates said. "I
hope the [RIBGHE] takes .the
responsibility to act as representatives for , the institution
and not just as arbitrators."
Chairman Adrain was
unable to · comment on what
amends will be . made to the
tuition increase motion, and
did not specify when it will
be voted on.
In other news:
The RIBGHE approved a
motion that allows URI to
offer an Acute Care Nursing
Practitioner track within the
Master's Program.

We want to send you tweets!
Join us on Twitter:
www.ramc1gar.com
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SPORTS
Men's soccer splits pair of Breaks going Kansas City Chiefs'
gam.es on senior weekend way during 4-game win streak
BY JOE HOLLENBECK

Sports Staft Reporter

This past weekend, the
University of Rhode Island
men's soccer team split its
weekend series against the
University of Richmond and
George Washington University.
The first match of the
weekend pitted the Rams
against the Richmond Spiders,
who were looking to beat
·Rhody for the first time in its
last eight attempts.
The Rams did not let that
happen as they added to their
undefeated streak . against
Richmond with a 4-1 victory at
home on Friday.
The Rams scored quickly
thanks to a strong effort from
junior midfielder Matt Ribbens,
who ended the night with two
goals and an assist. Fellow junior Jamie Eckmayer also contributed a goal for the Rams
later in the game.
Freshman Matt Sykes continued his impressive play with
one goal and three shots on
goal for the night.
Redshirt sophomore goalkeeper Adam Blanchard played
well and recorded his first win
in his first career start.
"That was a good win for
us," head coach John O'Connor
said. "Richmond is a school

that we are used to beating and
it was comforting to come out
of their with a four goal victory.
Adam [Blanchard] also played
great for us in his first real
action this year so that was
awesome."
The Rams faced the George
Washington Colonials the following day and lost in a close
match, 2-1.
Ribbens scored his third
goal of the weekend for the
Rams, but two early first half
goals by George Washington
ended up being too much for
Rhody to overcome.
The Rams lost despite having the edge over GWU in shots
(12-9) and comers (5-2).
"We haven't been able to
win the close ones this season,"
O'Connor said. "Other than
that we played pretty well. It's
tough coming back when your
down by two goals in the first
half and George Washington is
a good club so we're just moving on to next week."
With the loss, the Rams
drop to 6-10-1 on the season.
They return to action on
Saturday, Nov. 5 when they
close out the regular season in
Amherst, Mass. against the
University of Massachusetts.

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) came back home and squeaked three games and then move into
A couple of wins over division out a win over Minnesota, rallied at least a tie for a division lead
doormats. A shutout of a Raiders from a big deficit to beat after the next four. The overtime
team playing without its starting Indianapolis, and then beat the win forged a three-way tie with
quarterback. An inexplicable Jason Campbell-less Raiders last San Diego and Oakland.
Sure, the Chiefs have had
fumble that eventually led to an weekend to give them ton$ of
overtime victory.
momentum heading into a show- breaks go their way. The Colts are
The Kansas City Chiefs real- down with San Diego.
a different team without Peyton
ize everything has been going
Under the bright lights on Manning, the VIkings are trying
their way during a four-game Monday night, with a frenzied to find someone who can play
winning streak, one that has · Halloween crowd on hand at quarterback. Rivers couldn't
taken them from NFL laughing- Arrowhead Stadium, the Chiefs remember the last time he fumstock to a tie atop the AFC West. led the whole way against the bled a snap in a game situation.
But the Chiefs have also
That's why coach Todd Haley division-leading Chargers.
warned everyone after a 23-20
Still, San Diego had a chance ,taken. a~y~t;age of every break
overtime win over San Diego on to win the game in regulation that's gone their way, realizing
Monday night to keep an even with the ball at the 15-yard line that only by being opportunistic
keel.
and 48 seconds on the clock. can a team missing three of its
Hard as that might be right Philip Rivers dropped under cen- brightest stars to season-ending
now.
ter, called for the snap - and injuries - All-Pro running back
'We've got some fighters," never got the ball. It squirted Jamaal Charles, Pro Bowl safety
Haley said. "They don't care under a pile, a fumble at the most Eric Berry and tight end Tony
much what anybody says, they inopportune time, and the Chiefs' Moeaki - realistically eXpect to
just believe in what they're doing, Andy Studebaker came away compete for back-to-back diviand what they're going to be, and with it to keep San Diego from sion championships.
what they're going to accom- kicking a potential winning field
"Our guys have a common
plish."
belief that we're going to come
goal.
That allowed the game to out on top," said Haley, who has
What they're going to accomreach overtime, and Ryan Succop gone from the hot seat after the
plish is anyone's guess.
Ho~ could anyone have any ended it with a 30-yard field goal. first two weeks to just plain hot.
clue after the dramatic tum"That was a lot of fun," said
"Our guys have handled
around they've already experi- Succop, who had three field goals some adversity, and I think it's
enced?
in the game. ''Everybody on our had a positive effect for these
Left for dead after losing team fought as hard as they guys, and they believed they
their first two games by a com- could. We put everything into it, were going to win that game, and
bined 89-10, the Chiefs (4-3) and to come out on top is great." that made it go their way despite
The Chiefs are the first team not looking promising .there at
showed some resolve during a
road loss to San Diego. They in NFL history to lose their first the end," he said.

URI Women's swim and dive team Women's soccer finishes
drops season opener against U. Maine season with two wins
BY SHAWN SAIYA

Sports Editor

The University of Rhode
Island women's swimming
and diving team dropped a
close meet at the University of
Maine in the season opener
last Saturday 155-145.
Familiar names from last
season excelled early again for
the Rams, as senior Katie
Mangano and junior Susan
Nugent each claimed individual top-finishes in events.
Mangano took first in the 100yard backstroke (1:01.04) and
Nugent took first in the 200yard butterfly (2:09.12).
"Katie [Mangano's] 100 [
yard backstroke] was particularly good and Susan [Nugent]
200 fly was also particularly
good," head coach Mick
Westkott said. "Susan's adopting a new role that was
defined at the end of last year."
Mangano and Nugent,

along with freshmen Sarah
Keshishan
and
Chaya
Zabludoff, narrowly missed
out on claiming first in the 200yard freestyle relay with a time
of 1:39.27, less than a second
behind the Maine relay team.
Mangano,
Nugent,
Zabludoff and
freshman
Rachel Revolinski combined
for a second place finish in the
200-yard
medley
relay
(1:51.06).
Sophomore Caitlin Carter
performed valiantly in the
1,000-yard freestyle, but unfortunately she finished less than
six seconds behind Maine
sophomore Shannon Bender
for second place.
Revolinski and freshman
Jessica Andruzzi claimed first
and second place respectively
,in the 200-yard individual
medley and the 200-yard
breaststroke.
Zabludoff and Keshishan
grabbed the top two spots in

the 200-yard freestyle.
Keshishan and Mangano
took first and second place
respectively, in the 100-yard
freestyle.
Zabludoff and Nugent
took first and second place
respectively in the 500-yard
freestyle.
The Rams had new faces in
the lineup for the meet. A total
of 15 freshmen and transfer
students from other schools
competed for Rhody in the
season opener, which, for
many, was their first collegiate
match.
"They're getting used to a
college swimming meet and
we knew going in there was
going to be a learning
process," Westkott said.
Next up for the Rams is the
home
opener
against
Springfield
College
this
Saturday at 1 p.m. in the
Tootell Aquatics Center.

BY JOE ROBERTO

Sports Staff Reporter

Earning a tough 1-1 tie
against La Salle University, the
University of Rhode Island
woman's soccer team concluded their 2011 season with a 2-0
victory
over
George
Washington University this
weekend.
''I'll definitely miss the
team but even with the season
over you still see your teammates and are friends with all of
them," senior Alexis Veith said.
On what she will miss the most
in her final season. "[it] will
probably [be] playing soccer the
most."
The Rams faced Richmond
University last Friday, dropping the match 1-0, but
returned on Sunday, Oct. 30 to
earn their seventh win of the
season and finish the season on
top.
The Rams had their ups

THOSE WHO CAN'T PLAY, WRITE!
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and downs all year, and finished with a 7-10-2 overall
record and a 2-6-1 Atlantic-10
conference play record.
George Washington concluded their disappointing season with a 5-12-2 record, earning two conference wins.
On Sunday's 2-0 win over
GWU, the Rams found offensive production from two freshmen, Marisa Ammaturo and
Dariann Sellitti.
Ammaturo broke the scoreless tie seconds into the second
half at the 45:43 mark when she
netted her first collegiate goal.
The freshman also provided
two shots on goal. For the season she has totaled 22 shots and
five points.
Sellitti put her team up by
two goals when she netted her
third goal of the season. Senior
Nikkita Persaud assisted the
freshman, giving Persaud her
Continued on page 7

